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Supplementary laboratory methodology:
Prior to 2007, serum HCV RNA was measured qualitatively with COBAS Amplicore HCV RNA Monitor Kit Version 2.0 (sensitivity 50-60IU/ml) (Roche Diagnostics Systems, Indianapolis, IN, USA). Between 2007 and 2012 testing was performed using an in-house measurement tool with a sensitivity of 50-1000IU/ml [1] . Since 2012 samples have been tested using a commercial assay with a sensitivity of 12 IU/ml (RealTime HCV, Abbott Laboratories, Chicago, IL, USA). HCV RNA was tested on DBS using an in-house method with a sensitivity of 250-1000IU/ml [2] . Supplementary Table 1 
Supplementary Tables

: Univariate association between case-control status and demographic/clinical factors for subjects with ≥ 24 months confirmed viraemia
Supplementary Table 2: Univariate association between case-control status and demographic/clinical factors for subjects with ≥ 3 PCR tests
